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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-865
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor, and Council Members Joost, Crescimbeni and Webb
Date of Introduction: October 27, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: October 29, 2009
Type of Action: Announcement of intention to levy non-ad valorem assessments
Bill Summary: The bill declares the City’s intention to bill its stormwater and solid waste fees as non-ad valorem assessments on the annual property tax bill, except within the Beaches cities and Baldwin, beginning in 2010.
Background Information: State law provides a mechanism for billing non-ad valorem assessments as additional lines on the annual property tax bill, and requires that a local government intending to utilize the non-ad valorem assessment declare its intention to do so by means of a resolution adopted prior to January 1st of the year in which the assessment is to take place.  A public hearing is required at the meeting at which the adoption of the resolution takes place.  If the resolution is approved, the City must subsequently adopt a non-ad valorem assessment roll of all properties to be billed at a public hearing held between January 1 and September 15, 2010 for placement of the assessments on the November 2010 property tax bill.
The non-ad valorem assessment mechanism will replace the existing stand-alone billing system, and use of the tax bill method will allow a lien to be placed against properties that do not pay the assessments in a timely manner.
Policy Impact Area: Utility billing method
Fiscal Impact: The Central Operations Department estimates that the discrete cost of the stand-alone billing mechanism (costs that would not be incurred by use of the non-ad valorem assessment mechanism) is approximately $737,000 per year.
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